
Spring Workshops Provide Faculty Development and CLC Tutor Training
This spring, several workshops have been held as part of the ongoing effort to improve the quality of student writing and writing instruction in the classroom.  In January, the Cooperative Learning Center (CLC) writing tutors attended a training workshop teaching them to use Writer’s Workbench (WWB) in conjunction with writing instruction.  They can now use the program’s tutorials and program analyses to help students work on skills and revise their written work.  Faculty can now assign students to use Writer’s Workbench with a tutor in the CLC.  

In February, approximately twenty faculty members from all disciplines attended workshops on evaluating student writing.  The workshops provided instructional materials for designing writing assignments, practical tips for grading student writing, and various evaluation rubrics that can be used to demystify the grading process for both students and instructors.

Workshops will continue to be offered, providing interested faculty with training in the use of Writer’s Workbench and development in using writing in the classroom.  If you have a suggestion for a writing workshop topic, please contact Lori Kanitz at extension 6064 or at lkanitz@oru.edu.  

Writing Used in Chemistry and Theology

Ken Weed (Chemistry) asserts that science without communication is just a collection of useless facts. As students gather facts, they must also gain the ability to express those facts to others.  In an attempt to connect facts, students, and communication, the Principles of Chemistry course requires students to read popular science articles.  Using the new information found in those articles, students write summaries discussing the practical application of the information to both their personal lives and to society as a whole.  Several article assignments are used throughout the semester to expose students to as many different types of practical chemical information as possible.  Using written communication allows the instructor to monitor any changes in students’ thinking throughout the semester.  Hopefully, by writing how science affects them personally, students will continue to expose themselves to current science ideas beyond the classroom.

Sam Thorpe (Undergraduate Theology) employs several effective writing methodologies for his philosophy classes.  Students are allowed to choose one of several historical-philosophical paradigms by which to present and analyze their research.  The “Scholastic Geometric Method” requires students to examine and present philosophical material within the context of a five-part paradigm:  proposition, definition, proof, commentary, corollary, and axiom.  First, students write a proposition and then define significant words, terms, and phrases.  Next, students write a proof, which substantiates the proposition, followed by a commentary that further explicates the proof.  Finally, students write the corollary, a principle or argument, which is derived from and integral to the previous information; then they write the axiom, an established general truth or principle based upon the proposition and proofs presented.  
A second methodology is the “Medieval Four-Ways Method,” which requires students to explore the literal/historical meaning of a source, then the spiritual meaning, then the moral meaning from which an ethical principle would be derived, and finally the application that specifies how the ethical principle would be applied to an individual’s life or to the Church universal.
More Online Writing Resources for Instructors

Writing Across the Curriculum: A Guide for Faculty

http://english.cortland.edu/wac.htm

This site offers faculty members an introduction to writing across the curriculum with links to answers to frequently asked questions.  Some questions are “How can instructors handle paper load in courses with large enrollments?,” “What types of guidelines can instructors provide for students learning the conventions of writing in a discipline?,” and “What criteria should instructors use in evaluating student writing?”  The site also includes a bibliography and sample syllabi for courses (such as Constitutional Law, Therapeutic Exercise, and Environmental Science) that include a writing component.  

Writing Between the Lines: Teaching Writing in the Academic Disciplines

http://www.sp.uconn.edu/~hoagland/hopg.html


This site includes practical helps on topics such as “Effective Writing Assignments” and “Responding to Student Writing” and provides sample evaluations of student writing.  It also includes a bibliography and links to related web pages.

Writing Assignment Ideas
Not all writing assignments have to be essays.  The following list provides ideas for writing projects that can be adapted to all disciplines.  Some are formal assignments; others are informal, writing-to-learn assignments.  All of them can “lead students to learning, clarification, and discovery” (http://www.sp.uconn.edu/~hoagland/alt).

abstract




editorial


review of book

answer to question



e-mail



script for film/slides

briefing paper




group journal


summary

brochure, poster, or advertisement

instructional manual

survey of reading

case analysis




memo



web site

character sketch



microtheme


word problem

contemplative essay



news story or feature story

definition




personal letter

description (of process, of place, etc.)
play

dialogue




proposal

