
ORAL ROBERTS UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY FACULTY 

MINUTES 

 

October 26, 2015 – 11:00 a.m., Trustees Dining Room 

 

Attendees:  162 full-time faculty members including the President and the Provost, 7 adjunct 

faculty, and 8 guests 

1. TOPIC:  Luncheon 

Lunch was served followed a “Celebration of Fall” including door prizes awarded by Mrs. Lisa 

Wilson to randomly selected faculty members who were present 

2. TOPIC: Devotion—Larry Hart 

Dr. Larry Hart presented a devotion  called “Being Carried by God” based on scriptures from 

Isaiah 46:1-4 and John 10:8. 

3. TOPIC:  President’s Report—President 

 President Wilson expressed thanks to everyone involved in the 18 months of planning for the 

50
th

 Anniversary celebrations 

 University Planning Council update  

o Met to review the current status of achievement on KPI’s from the Adaptive 5-year Plan 

o Review a developing document for the Board of Trustees to present ORU’s deeply held 

religious beliefs concerning gender and sexuality to be reviewed by the Board of Trustees 

during the November meeting 

 Enrollment update—Fall B online students including into Fall census; current total 3,708 

 Broadcast update—GEB and TBN agreement beginning in December to offer new youth 

impact programming from 12-6 a.m. for “JUCE on GEB” 

 Faculty Life Committee update—ORU community access to “Social Hub” from the Faculty 

and Staff pages to promote community prayer for requests and praise reports 

 General Education update—reminder 

 Copies of the 50
th

 Anniversary Review Book and 50
th

 Celebration editions of Excellence 

were available to all faculty members 

REQUESTED RESPONSES:   

 Faculty members interested in requesting copies of President Wilson’s “E words—

Excellence; Expansion; Empowerment; and Excitement” may request the presentation by 

contacting Lisa Bowman in the President’s office 

 Faculty members are reminded to register for one of the five workshops to brainstorm about 

the future of ORU general education program—all faculty members are invited 

4. TOPIC:  Academic Council Report—Provost; report accepted and seconded 

 Written report submitted to all members present and read  

o Reviewed all recommended changes to Faculty and Administration Handbook 

 Spiritual fit questions to be included in all faculty hiring applications 

 Addition of a new faculty position called “Distinguished Professor” 

 Addition of faculty certification requirement of 18 graduate hours in teaching area 

o Reviewed continuing efforts in Singapore and China 

o Reviewed changes in the Academic Council Rules of Order 

o Reviewed discussion of the B.A./B.S. issue 

o Announced approval of NUR 478 Nursing Missions to qualify as Humanities elective for 

Nursing majors 
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REQUESTED RESPONSES:  Provost to verify that the Academic Council minutes reflect the 

wording “18 or more graduate hours” 

ACTION:  Report accepted as corrected by unanimous vote with no denial or abstention 

5. TOPIC:  Governance Task Group Update—Provost  

 Governance Task Force approved that the committee membership not change during the 

three-year general education review process and return to normal process in 2018-19 

 All remaining academic committees to replace one-half of the membership every year 

 As the Writing Across the Discipline is a professional committee not an academic committee, 

membership process fall under the direction of the Provost 

6. TOPIC:  Athletics Update—Mike Carter with Kyle Jones 

 Current athlete academic information—overall GPA 3.17 with 75% graduation rate 

 Eli Academic Center provides athletes with tutoring services 

REQUESTED RESPONSE:  Faculty members asked to call Kyle Jones x7671 with any student 

athlete academic issues 

7. TOPIC:  Safety Announcements—Tim Philley with Jerry Isaacs 

 Campus Operations and Security will develop a video training piece for faculty and staff that 

will address emergency procedures 

 All ORU security officers have bullet-proof vests and weapons training.  Officers are trained 

and ready to protect. 

 Order of probability of potential events—(1) Fire; (2) Tornado; (3) Active Shooter.  “It is 

more likely that you will be struck by lightning five times than we will have an active shooter 

on this campus.  That is based on geography, that is based on the number of universities, and 

the frequency of these events.” 

REQUESTED RESPONSE:  In case of emergency, shelter in place.  Call Jerry Isaacs x7752 

with any security issues. 

8. TOPIC:  University Events—President 

 Board of Trustee Installation Dinner, Tuesday November 10; email invitation to all faculty 

members 

 Wilson Christmas Faculty Reception on December 10 

 Faculty members provided with 50
th

 celebration pin to wear throughout the month of October 

REQUESTED RESPONSE:  (1)  Faculty members are asked to reply by October 27 to 

invitation for the Installation Dinner. Apply at http://attend.com/BOTFALL15 

9. TOPIC:  Celebrating the Rich Tradition of ORU—President  

 50
th

 Anniversary reflection from Don Eland as filmed by Dr. Even Culp 

10. TOPIC:  Meeting closed by the President at 12:34 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kenneth Weed

http://attend.com/BOTFALL15
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