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Email: pnelson@oru.edu       
 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND  
 

2019  Ph.D. Clinical Psychology Rosemead School of Psychology,  
  Biola University 
  La Mirada, CA 
 

2012  M.A. Clinical Psychology Rosemead School of Psychology,  
  Biola University 
  La Mirada, CA 
 
2010 B.S. Biomedical Chemistry Oral Roberts University 
 Second Major: Psychology Tulsa, OK 
 Minor: Biology (Pre-Med)  
   
EMPLOYMENT   
1/2016 – Present         Assistant Professor, Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, OK 

Courses taught: Development Psychology, Measurement Psychology, Social 
Psychology, Psychology of Learning, Physiological Psychology, Health 
Psychology, Abnormal Psychology, Child & Adolescent Psychology, Senior 
Paper, and Industrial-Organizational Psychology 
  

5/2019 - Present  Psychologist (Post-Doctoral Fellow), Christian Family Institute, 
Tulsa, OK 

 
9/2016 – 11/2016       Psychology Technician, Clinical and Neuropsychological Services,                

Tulsa, OK 
 

9/2014 – 8/2015 APA-Accredited Predoctoral Internship 
 Northeastern Oklahoma Psychology Internship Program (NOPIP):       
 Oklahoma Forensic Center, Vinita, OK 
 
2013 - 2014  Staff Therapist, Biola Counseling Center, La Mirada, CA 
    
2012 - 2013 Behvioral Therapist, Greenhouse Therapy Center, Pasadena, CA 
 
PREVIOUS TEACHING EXPERIENCE  
 
2011 - 2014  Teaching Assistant: Pre-Practicum, Measurement and Assessment 

(M&A) I (Cognitive), M&A II (Personality), and M&A III (Rorschach) 
 
 



 

SUPERVISED CLINICAL PRACTICA  
 
2013 - 2014 Veteran Affairs Long Beach Healthcare System, Long Beach, CA 
 Rotation 1 (6 months): Primary Care 
 Rotation 2 (6 months): Outpatient Mental Health 
 
2010 - 2013  Biola Counseling Center – Beginning and Advanced Practicum 
   
2011 - 2012 La Habra City School District 
 
PUBLICATIONS_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Kaneta, L., Ferguson, C., Nelson, P., Satralkar, M., Mathews, M., and Reid-Martinez, K. (2017). 
Decoding ‘mystery of science’ of the mind: Applications of advanced sciences in education. 
International Journal of Psychology and Neuroscience, 3(3), 1-10. 
 
Ferguson, C.E., Kaneta, L.A., Li, A., Lang, A. SID, Nelson, P., & Satralkar, M. (2018). Chronotype 
as a predictor of academic success of university freshmen. International Journal of Psychology and 
Neuroscience, 4(2), 37-48. 
 
Broaddus, A., Jaquis, B., Jones, C., Jost, S., Lang, A., Li, A…Nelson, P. (2019). Fitbits, field-tests, 
and grades: The effects of a healthy and physically active lifestyle on the academic performance of 
first year college students. International Journal of Sport and Exercise Psychology (accepted for publication). 
 
Allee, M. F., Anderson, S. A., Bloom, M., Jost, S., Keating, D. P., Lang, A. SID, Mankin, N., Mast, 
Z. W., Nelson, P., Spear, E. M., & Valderrama, E. (2020). The influence of chronotype and grit on 
lifestyle and physical activity. Building Healthy Academic Communities Journal. Accepted for publication 
(expected Fall 2020).  
 
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS__________________________________________________ 
 
Nelson, P. & Crawford, N. (2019, November 21-24).  What we can learn from the Fragile State Index and 
other measures in placing and supporting missionaries [Conference session]. Mental Health and Missions 
Conference, Angola, IN, United States.  
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCE _________ 
 
Master’s Thesis Research 
Effects of Marital Status and Gender on Cross-cultural Adjustment as Measured by the CernySmith Assessment 
(CSA).  

 
Doctoral Dissertation Research 
The Relationship of State Fragility and Hofstede’s Index of Cultural Distance to Cross-Cultural Adjustment of 
Expatriates.  
 
Research Interests: Health Psychology, Cross-cultural adjustment and stress among expatriates, 
trauma and adjustment, member-care, chronobiology. 
 



 

RELEVANT CONFERENCES ATTENDED  
1/2019 National Institute for the Teaching of Psychology – 4 day teaching 

conference 
 
LEADERSHIP AND MISSIONS EXPERIENCE  
8/2017 – Present Academic Council – Secretary 
 
11/2019 – Present Member Care Team member, In His Image International 
 
8/2016 – Present Church on the Move Small Group Leader 
 
5/2010 - 6/2010 Team Leader – Tanzania 

 
5/2009 - 6/2009   Team Leader – Zambia 

 
5/2008 - 6/2008   Assistant Team Leader – Puerto Rico 
 
5/2007 - 6/2007   Team Member – Zambia 
 
8/2007 - 5/2010 Resident Advisor & Head Resident Advisor 
 
8/2008 - 12/2009 Peer Mentor 
 
 
 


