
1 

 

VINSON SYNAN 

939 Copperstone Circle 

Chesapeake, VA  23320       

 

 

PERSONAL:           

Born: December 1, 1934 in Hopewell, Virginia 

Married: Carol Lee (Fuqua) Synan, August 13, 1960 

Children: Mary Carol (b. 1961), Virginia Lee (b. 1963), 

 Harold Vinson, Jr. (b. 1966), Joseph Alexander (b. 1968) 

 

ACADEMIC HISTORY: 

B.A. University of Richmond (History) 1958 

M.A. University of Georgia (U.S. History) 1964 

Ph.D. University of Georgia (U.S. Social & Intellectual History) 1967 

 

MINISTERIAL BACKGROUND: 

Denomination: Pentecostal Holiness Church 

Ordination: 1954, Eastern Virginia Conference 

Pastorates:  Mt. Olive PHC, Fredericksburg, VA, 1956-58; Arlington PHC, Arlington, VA, 1961;  

 Banton Street PHC, Richmond, VA, 1961-62; Hartwell PHC, Hartwell, GA, 1967-74 

 

EDUCATIONAL POSITIONS: 

Emmanuel College, Georgia, 1962-1975 

Oklahoma City Southwestern College, Oklahoma, 1975-77 

Acting President of Oklahoma City Southwestern College, 1980 

Professor of Pentecostal/Charismatic History, Oral Roberts University, 1990-94 

Director of the Holy Spirit Research Center, ORU, 1990-94 

Dean, School of Divinity, Regent University, Virginia Beach, VA, 1994-2006 

Dean Emeritus, Regent University School of Divinity 2006- 

 

DENOMINATIONAL CHURCH POSITIONS: 

General Secretary, Pentecostal Holiness Church, 1973-77 

Assistant General Superintendent, PHC, 1977-81 

Director of Evangelism, PHC, 1981-85 

 

ECUMENICAL LEADERSHIP POSITIONS: 

President and Founder: Society for Pentecostal Studies, 1970-73 

Chairman: North American Renewal Service Committee, 1985- 

Chairman: New Orleans Congresses on the Holy Spirit & World Evangelization (1986-87) 

Chairman: Indianapolis Congress on the Holy Spirit & World Evangelization (1990) 

Chairman, Orlando Congress on the Holy Spirit & World Evangelization (1995) 

Member of American and International Lausanne II Committees 

Member of the Executive Committee of the International Charismatic Consultation on World 

Evangelization 

 BOOKS: 

Emmanuel College; The First Fifty Years, (M.A. thesis) 1968, North Washington Press 
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The Holiness-Pentecostal Movement in the U.S., (Ph.D. dissertation) 1971, Eerdmans 

The Old-Time Power: History of the Pentecostal Holiness Church, 1973, Advocate Press 

Charismatic Bridges, 1974, Word of Life 

Aspects of Pentecostal/Charismatic Origins, 1975, Logos (now Bridge Publishing) 

Azusa Street, 1980, Logos (Bridge Publishing) 

In the Latter Days, 1985, Servant 

The Twentieth-Century Pentecostal Explosion, 1987, Creation House 

Launching the Decade of Evangelization, 1990, North American Renewal Service Committee 

Under His Banner: A History of the FGBMFI, 1992, Gift Publications 

The Spirit Said “Grow,” 1992, MARC (World Vision) 

Holiness-Pentecostal Tradition, 1997, Eerdmans 

Century of the Holy Spirit, 2001, Thomas Nelson 

Voices of Pentecost, 2003, Servant 

The Synans of Virginia, 2003, Xulon 

A Seminary to Change the World, 2007, Regent University 

An Eyewitness Remembers the Century of the Holy Spirit, 2010, Chosen Books 

Empowered Christianity for the Twenty-First Century, 2011, Charisma House 

William J. Seymour of the Azusa Street Revival, (With Charles Fox), 2012, Bridge-Logos 

Global Renewal Christianity: Spirit Empowered Movements Past, Present. And Future (With Amos 

Yong) Four Volumes. 2016, Charisma House 

 

REFEREED ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 

“Pentecostalism: Varieties and Contributions,” Pneuma  9 Spr. 1987, pp. 31-49. 

 

“Theological boundaries: The Arminian Tradition,” in David Wells and  John Woodbridge, The 

Evangelicals (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1975), pp. 38-57.  

 

“The Second Comers,” Christian History, no. 61 1999, pp. 38-39. 

 

“William J. Seymour,” Christian History, no. 65 2000, pp. 17-19. 

 

“The Holiness-Pentecostals,” Paraclete, no.23, Fall, 1989, pp. 1-6. 

 

“A Healer in the House: A Historical Perspective on Healing in the Pentecostal/Charismatic Tradition ,” 

Asian Journal of Pentecostal Studies, July, 2000, pp. 189-201. 

 

“The Apostle,” Journal of Southern religion,” 1 no 1, 1998.  

 

“The Role of Tongues as Initial Evidence,” in Mark Wilson, Spirit and Renewal: Essays in Honor of J. 

Rodman Williams ( Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academic Press, 1994), pp. 67-82. 

 

“The Pentecostal Movement in North America and Beyond,” Journal of Beliefs and Practice, Vol. 25, 

no. 2, August 2004, pp. 153-165. 

 

“Pentecostalism” Evangelical Dictionary of Theology,” ed. Walter A. Elwell (Grand Rapids: baker Book 

House, 1984), p. 834. 
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“Which Churches are Growing and Why?” in William Hauck, Ralph Martin ed., Peter Williamson, ed., 

John Paul II and the New Evangelization (Fort Collins, CO: Ignatius Press, 1995, 2005), pp. 111-121. 

 

“George Floyd Taylor: Conflicts and Crowns,” in James R. Goff and Grant Wacker, eds. Portraits of a 

Generation (Fayettville: University of Arkansas Press, 2002), pp. 325-346. 

 

“The International Ministry of David Yonggi Cho,” in The Holy Spirit and Church: A Collection of 

Scholarly Papers in Celebration of the 40
th

 Anniversary of Dr. Yonggi Cho’s Ministry  2 Vols (Seoul, 

Korea: The Yoido Full Gospel Church, 1996), Vol I., pp. 227-238. 

 

“The Church of God in Christ,” Die Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart, December 1998.  

 

Twenty two articles in Stan Burgess, Gary McGee and Patrick Alexander, eds. Dictionary of Pentecostal 

and Charismatic Movements (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1988, 2002. Also in Stan 

Burgess, International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, Revised, 2002. 

 

Three articles in Stanley M. Burgess, ed. The Encyclopedia of Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity 

(London and New York: Routledge Publishers, 2005). 

 

“When Pentecost Came to Los Angeles: 75
th

 Anniversary of the Azusa Street Revival: 1906-1981,” 

Assemblies of God Heritage, December, 1981, p. 2. 

 

“The Holiness Pentecostal Movement,” Assemblies of God Heritage, December 1988, p. 4. 

 

“An Equal Opportunity Movement,” in Harold B. Smith, ed. Pentecostals From the Inside Out, 

(Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1990), pp. 43-52.  

 

“Apostolic Practice,” in Edgar Lee, ed.,  He Gave Apostles (Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 

2005) , pp. 12-25. 

 

“Pentecostal Revivals,” Encyclopedia of American Revivals and Revivalism. 

 

“The Pentecostals,” 25 Articles published in the  Britannica Book of the Year, (1974 – 1999) 

 

“What You See Write in a Book, in Steven M.Fettke and Robert waddell, Pentecostals in the Academy 

(Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2012), pp. 18-40. 

 

POPULAR PERIODICALS 

“World Pentecostal Conference Meets in Nairobi,” Christianity Today, November 26,  1982, pp. 66-67. 

 

“Pentecostal Tide is Coming in,” Christianity Today, November 5, 1976, pp. 78-80. 

 

“Reconciling the Charismatics,” Christianity Today, April 9, 1976, p. 46. 

 

“Pentecost in St. Peter’s,” Christianity Today, June 6, 1975, pp. 45-46. 
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“World’s Largest Congregation: A Cathedral in Chile,” Christianity Today, January17, 1975, pp. 33-34. 

 

“Christian Initiation in the Pentecostal Holiness Church,” Studia Liturgica, November 1, 1974, 56-64.  

 

“A Century of Holiness and Pentecost,” The Pentecostal Holiness Advocate, February, 1967, pp. 4-5.  

 

“The Pentecostals of Chile, The Pentecostal Holiness Advocate, March 18, 1967, p. 21. 

 

“A New Church in Hartwell, Georgia,” (With A.M. Long) the Pentecostal Holiness Advocate, June 24, 

1967, pp. 14-15. 

 

“Background of the Chilean Affiliation,” The Pentecostal Holiness Advocate, October 28, 1967, pp. 4-5. 

 

“Charismatic Bridges,” New Covenant, April, 1973, pp. 1-2. 

 

“The Classical Pentecostals,” New Covenant, May, 1973, pp. 7-27. 

 

“World Pentecostal Conference Meets in Nairobi,” Christianity Today, November 26, 1982, pp. 66-67. 

 

“Pentecostal Tide is Coming in,” Christianity Today, November 5, 1976, pp. 78-80. 

 

“Reconciling the Charismatics,” Christianity Today, April 9, 1976, p. 46. 

 

“Pentecost in St. Peter’s,” Christianity Today, June 6, 1975, pp. 45-46. 

 

“World’s Largest Congregation: A Cathedral in Chile,” Christianity Today, January17, 1975, pp. 33-34. 

 

“Christian Initiation in the Pentecostal Holiness Church,” Studia Liturgica, November 1, 1974, 56-64.  

 

“Countdown to AD 2000,” Thomas Wang, AD 2000 Together, Singapoer, 1989.  

 

“Who are the Modern Apostles?” Ministries Today, March/April, 1992, pp. 43-47. 

 

“Women in Ministry: A History of Women’s Roles in the Pentecostal and Charismatic Movement” ” 

Ministries Today, January/February, 1993, pp. 44-50. 

 

“The Pentecostal Twentieth Century,” Ministries Today, November/December, 1999. pp. 27-35. 

 

“The Faith of Kenneth Hagin, ”Charisma and Christian Life, June, 1990, pp. 63-70.  

 

“The Quiet Rise of Black Pentecostals,” Charisma, June, 1986, pp. 45-50. 

 

“Pentecostal Trends of the 1990’s,” Ministries Today, May/June, 1999, pp. 60-77. 

 

“Rediscovering the Holy Spirit,” Crosspoint, Fall 1999, pp. 2-7. 


