Biographical Sketch
Dr. George X. Thyvelikakath

Dr. George X. Thyvelikakath (known as Dr. George) is presently a tenured Professor of Chemistry in the Chemistry Department at Oral Roberts University, 7777 S. Lewis Ave., Tulsa, Oklahoma.  From 1998 to 2007 he was the Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences, and he served as Chairman of the Chemistry Department from 1987 to May 1, 1998.  He joined the instructional and research staff at the University in 1977 as an Assistant Professor, attaining Associate status in 1980, Full Professor status in 1983, the Chairmanship in 1987, and May 2, 1998 assumed the responsibility as Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences.
Dr. George was born in Cochin, India, and graduated from Kerala University with a B.S. in 1965.  He came to the United States in 1967, where study at the University of Southwestern Louisiana merited the M.S. in 1972.  Further academic work at Oklahoma State University merited a Ph.D. in 1975.  While completing his doctorial program, he received the Outstanding Graduate Assistant Teacher Award at Oklahoma State University, a Dow Fellowship (1974) and a Gulf Fellowship (1975).  He completed post-doctoral work at the University of Arkansas (1975-76), and served as a visiting Assistant Professor of Chemistry there for the 1976-77 year.  His work at the University of Arkansas merited an Outstanding Faculty Award.  Another visiting Professor appointment occupied the summer of 1978 at Northeastern Oklahoma State University in Tahlequah.

A Fellow of the American Institute of Chemists (FAIC) since 1985, his membership activities in the American Chemical Society include two years of work as editor (1978 & 1979), and secretary (1978-79) for the Tulsa section.  He chaired the Tulsa section in 1983 and the Society’s pentasectional meeting symposia Program in 1978, as well as the Biological Chemistry Program of the Regional meeting in 1983.  Other membership activities include:  Sigma Xi, Phi Lambda Epsilon, and Alpha Epsilon Delta.  He was vice-chair of the Oklahoma Academy of Science in 1981 and chair of the Science Education section in 1982.  He is a charter member of the Magnetic Resonance Imaging Society, an international organization.  He has served on the Chemical Laboratory Technology Advisor Committee in Tulsa Junior College.  His community activities extend to the American Cancer Society Public Education Committee of Tulsa County and the Speakers Bureau for the Cancer Society.
Oral Roberts University has benefited from his service on numerous research and administrative committees, advising commitments, and extensive involvement in the Faculty Senate, including serving as President of Faculty Senate in 1985-86.  In addition to the academic and teaching awards already noted, the State of Oklahoma presented him a Certificate for Meritorious Service to the Science Teaching Profession in 1978.  Oral Roberts University named him Outstanding Faculty Member for the 1979-80 year.  For the 1984-85 academic years, he became the first recipient of the University’s Arts and Sciences Performance Award.

In 1986 he was nominated for the Catalyst Award for Excellence in Teaching and for the Charles A. Dana Award in Higher Education.  His name appears in Who’s Who in the World, (8th edition), Who’s Who in Frontiers of Science and Technology,(Second edition), Directory of International Biography, (Volume 20), First Commemorative Edition of Personalities of Americas, 5000 Personalities of the World, (Second edition) and Directory of Distinguished Americans, (4th edition).  He is an honored member of Lexington Who’s Who, and has qualified for inclusion in the 2001/2002 edition of the Registry of Executives and Professionals.  He is also a member of Rotary International through The Sunrise Rotary Club of Tulsa (2000 to present).  He is also a lifetime member of the Empire who’s Who registry of Executives and Professionals (since 2004).  He was chosen as Channel 2’s (NBC) Outstanding Teacher in 1990, and the interview was aired on television.  He has also appeared on a national television program on a number of occasions.

He has served as American Chemical Society Tour Speaker since 1984 and also serves as a Career Planning Consultant for the American Chemical Society (1990 to present) Local Section Career Program Coordinator for American Chemical Society National office (1996 to 1998).
Publication he has authored has appeared in referred professional journals, and he has spoken by invitation at colleges and universities in India (1979, 1984, 1988, 1993, 1995, and 1997).  During the past fifteen years, his research group has presented 62 papers.  Numerous seminars in various institutions have been presented by Dr. George, and about 100 senior research projects have been fruitfully completed under his direction.  He has developed a new course, “Chemistry and Cancer” (now known as “Oncological Chemistry”), and authored the text, “Cancer: Chemistry of Selected Anticancer Drugs,” as well as a laboratory manual for an organic chemistry course, “Basic Organic Chemistry Laboratory Procedures,” used at the sophomore level at oral Roberts University.  The National Cancer Institute awarded him a $131,902 grant as an Associate Investigator to study “Metabolism of Nitrosoureas” (anticancer drugs).  His research interests are extensive, including cancer chemotherapy, various aspects of drug design for medical uses, and organic water and air pollution, as well as pesticides and herbicides, NMR & MRI studies for the detection of cancer, heart disease as well as oil, gas and water flow through rock samples.  He is also interested in polymer chemistry, (chemistry of contact lenses).  He maintains an active interest in philosophy of education, professional ethics, career planning consultancy and human nature.
He and his wife, Mary, reside in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, USA.

