
yearbook
C h r i s t i a n  Sc  h o o l  f i n a l s  c o m pe t i t i o n

Providing the oppor tunity for each school 
to showcase their  yearbook, CSFC of fers a 
Yearbook send-in entr y event. 

According to the Competit ion Handbook, a 
school’s yearbook should present an accurate 
histor ical  record of the happenings at the school 
dur ing the previous year and foster memories 
classmates wil l  cher ish. The yearbook should 
str ive to use words and pictures to tel l  the story 
that is unique to that school. 

In this month’s ar t icle,  ORU instructor Chr is 
Putman provides some basic techniques cer tain 
to highl ight your yearbook’s photography. 
Though geared toward the Competit ion 
Yearbook event 146, these t ips are benef icia l 
for a l l  photographers and provide helpful 
information for those enter ing in the Competit ion 
Photography events 500-560 as well . 

Be sure to vis it  the tutor ia l  l ink mentioned at the 
end of the ar t icle for more strategies on taking 
your photos from ordinary to extraordinary.  The 
tutor ia l  l ink can be accessed at the Competit ion 
Web site at ht tp://competit ion.oru.edu. 
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Photography
 

By: Chr is Putman

The s ing le most impor tant e lement of  a yearbook is  the photography i t  showcases.   I f  i t  wasn’t  for  the 
photos,  the book would have no v isua l  inte rest.  

The qua l i t y  of  the p ictures wi l l  make or break the publ icat ion.  Care less photo tak ing makes a 
met icu lous ly-des igned book look second rate.  One of  b iggest mistakes a yearbook staf f  can do is 
gather students -  or  even one lone student -  for  a posed shot.  F l ip through the pages of  your latest 
yearbook. Count how many photos are posed. I f  the ind iv idua l  in the p icture is  aware of  the camera,  the 
shot should be e l iminated f rom the page. Cheesy gr ins,  comica l  faces,  s i l l y  poses and even eye contact 
wi th the camera should be avo ided at  a l l  costs.  So what k ind of  p ictures should be inc luded in the 
publ icat ion? Candid shots.

A candid shot is  a photo taken of  an ind iv idua l  who is caught in act ion.  Examples inc lude a basketba l l 
p layer dash ing across a cour t,  a prom queen candidate’s surpr ised express ion as she hears her name 
announced as the queen, students study ing in the l ibrar y,  homecoming commit tees decorat ing the gym 
for  a dance, theater  students apply ing makeup for  opening n ight or  a teacher work ing one on one wi th a 
student in a chemistr y lab.  These ind iv idua ls are engaged in the i r  act iv i t y,  not the camera.

So how can a student photographer take bet ter  photos? There are some ver y s imple techn iques that  can 
set  your photos apar t  f rom the rest.

Shoot f rom an unusua l  angle.  You can make an object  appear much more 
interest ing i f  you squat or  c l imb to obta in an interest ing angle.  Th is l i fe-s ize 
statue appears la rger than l i fe  when the camera is  p laced at  f loor leve l.

A foca l  po int  in a photo appears more at tract ive i f  i t  is  f ramed or even 
par t ia l l y  f ramed by another object.  In th is case,  the hote l  is  f ramed 
by a tree.  Tak ing a shot through a windowsi l l  or  through the cur ve of 
a br idge wi l l  f rame a p icture on a l l  s ides and make an ord inar y photo 
much more at tract ive.

By s imply tw ist ing the camera a quar ter  turn can prov ide an ord inar y photo 
a creat ive new look.  E lements need not a lways be centered hor izonta l l y  or 
ver t ica l l y.  Instead turn the camera to g ive the foca l  po int  a ref resh ing look.



Not ever y object  captured in a photo has to be in focus.  The bot t les nearest 
the camera are not in sharp focus but don’t  need to be.  They prov ide a sof t 
contrast  to the sharp focus of  the bot t les in the d istance.

Prov ide contrast  in photos.  The c i t y  sky l ine prov ides a d ist inct  contrast  to 
the fo l iage that  f rames i t.

A l ign objects in row. The v iewer’s eye is  pu l led a long into the depth of  the 
photo as i t  fo l lows the leading l ines.

Mug shots,  those ind iv idua l  stud io shots used in the f reshman, sophomore,  jun ior  and sen ior  sect ions, 
for  instance, should be the on ly photos where eye contact is  made wi th the camera.   These shots are 
usua l ly  taken by a profess iona l  photographer and pos ing in th is case is  cer ta in ly  acceptab le.

To watch a tutor ia l  on tak ing bet ter  photos,  log on to ht tp://a laska.org/a laska-photos. jsp

Please Note:  I f  your school  publ ishes a yearbook, you are probably a l ready set  to enter  th is event in the 
2009 Compet i t ion!

The Compet i t ion Yearbook event is  a send- in entr y that  must be submit ted by Apr i l  15 to prov ide t ime for 
the judges to adequate ly rev iew each book. Because of  th is deadl ine,  i t  is  understood that the yearbook 
schools wi l l  be submit t ing in the 2009 Compet i t ion wi l l  be the i r  completed 2007-2008 yearbook. We 
encourage each school  to enter  th is Compet i t ion event.
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ORU Chr is i tan School Fina ls Competi t ion

7777 South Lewis Avenue, GC 612
Tulsa , Oklahoma 74171

Chr is Putman is an instructor for the ORU communicat ion ar ts depar tment and advisor for a var iety of 
pr int  publ icat ions and DVD product ion. Current ly she is the advisor to the ORU communicat ions ar ts 
a lumni magaz ine t i t led,  The Communique. Her publ icat ions have won awards in statewide competi t ion 
each year she has advised. 

Putman presents a workshop t i t led “Ex treme Makeover -  The New Look in Student Publ icat ions” at 
journa l ism conferences and judges yearbooks in compet i t ions through the state.

In her teaching, she cont inues to rece ive awards for her wr i t ing and has rece ived two nominat ions for 
Who’s Who in Amer ican Col leges & Univers i t ies ( for  teachers).   She has wr i t ten for the la rgest da i ly 
newspaper in the state;  wr i t ten/contr ibuted to three books;  and produced yearbooks, magaz ines, 
v iewbooks, brochures and a var iety of  other publ icat ions.

Did you know. .  .

The Competi t ion Web s i te at  ht tp: //competi t ion.oru.edu has been updated and conta ins a lot  of ––
helpful  information? 

For quick reference and accessibi l i t y,  a l l  the Web s i tes mentioned in the Competi t ion Handbook are ––
l is ted on the Competi t ion L inks page on the Competi t ion Web s i te. 

L inks mentioned in our monthly newslet ters wi l l  a lso be accessible on the Competi t ion L inks page. ––
Check out the Competi t ion Web s i te and fo l low the c l icks to watch this month’s feature tutor ia l  on 
tak ing bet ter photos. 

The Engineer ing Chal lenge Event -  138 wi l l  be featured in an upcoming issue of the Competi t ion ––
Newslet ter.  Have you tr ied the new Engineer ing Chal lenge posted on the Competi t ion Web s i te yet?  

The 2009 Competi t ion Handbook wi l l  be avai lable onl ine on the Competi t ion Web s i te by  ––
November 1,  2008.  

Next year’s competi t ion:  May 17-22, 2009––


