
puppets
C h r i s t i a n  s C h o o l  f i n a l s  C o m pe t i t i o n

P u p p e t s  a r e  a l w a y s  a  c r o w d  f a v o r i t e .  L i k e w i s e , 

t h e  C h r i s t i a n  S c h o o l  F i n a l s  C o m p e t i t i o n  P u p p e t 

e v e n t  ( 1 0 5 5 )  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g r o w  e a c h  y e a r . 

T h r o u g h  l o v a b l e  a n d  c o l o r f u l  c h a r a c t e r s ,  p u p p e t s 

r e a c h  o u t  t o  a l l  a g e s  a n d  p r o v i d e  a  u n i q u e  w a y  t o 

p r e s e n t  J e s u s  t o  t h e  w o r l d . 

A t  C o m p e t i t i o n  t h e  p u p p e t e e r  p r e s e n t s  a n  o r i g i n a l 

o r  p u b l i s h e d  m e s s a g e  i n  5  –  8  m i n u t e s .  W h i l e 

C o m p e t i t i o n  g u i d e l i n e s  r e q u i r e  a  b a c k g r o u n d 

t o  s c r e e n  t h e  p u p p e t e e r  f r o m  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e 

b a c k g r o u n d  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  t h e  p u p p e t e e r  t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c r e a t i v e l y  s e t  t h e  s c e n e  f o r  t h e 

p r e s e n t a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  p r e s e n t e r s  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r 

p r e - r e c o r d e d  m u s i c  a n d  s o u n d  e f f e c t s  t o  e n h a n c e 

t h e i r  m e s s a g e . 

T h e  s t a r  o f  t h e  s h o w  i s  t h e  p u p p e t .  W h a t  t h e 

p u p p e t  s a y s  a n d  d o e s  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s u c c e s s 

o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  t h e 

p u p p e t e e r  i s  t o  m a k e  t h e  a u d i e n c e  b e l i e v e  t h e 

p u p p e t  i s  a l i v e  t h r o u g h  i t s  w o r d s ,  m o v e m e n t s 

a n d  p e r s o n a l i t y .  I n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  K a t h i e  Tr u e  s h a r e s 

s t r a t e g i e s  o n  a c h i e v i n g  t h i s  g o a l  a n d  b r i n g i n g 

y o u r  p u p p e t s  t o  l i f e .
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puppets are alive
 

By: Kathie True

Puppets have three facets:  the head, the mouth and the body. Each one has a spec i f ic,  but s imple 
techn ique to make i t  appear l i fe l ike.  I t  is  impor tant to per form wel l  in  a l l  three of  these areas in order for 
the audience to be l ieve that  the puppet is  rea l l y  a l i ve.

The puppet ’s head is a l ive!  Make eye contact wi th the audience. To do 
th is,  t ip your hand down s ince the audience is  genera l l y  at  a lower leve l 
than the puppet stage. When ta lk ing to another puppet,  a l te rnate look ing 
at  the audience and the puppet who is speak ing.  Be sure when l is ten ing 
that  you “ look” at tent ive.  Remember to move the puppet’s head around. 
Yes,  even the head needs to move!  No one ho lds h is or  her head complete ly 
mot ion less,  even when l is ten ing.  And no sky gaz ing!  Many puppeteers tend 
to re la x when the puppet is  not speak ing,  resu l t ing in an open-mouthed, 
heavenward look that  is  unrea l is t ic and d istract ing to the audience.  
Pract ice ho ld ing your arm over your head to deve lop your musc les.  You 
might fee l  strange do ing i t,  but i t  he lps avo id cramping.

The puppet ’s mouth is a l ive!  Mouth movements should be natura l.  That 
means that  the mouth should be open when ta lk ing and c losed when not 
ta lk ing.  Sounds s imple? Tr y i t.  Pract ice i t.  Use your hand as a puppet when 
you ta lk on the phone or when you s ing in the car !  The more you pract ice,  the 
eas ie r  i t  w i l l  be.  But don’t  b i te the audience!  Push the words out through the 
hand. 



The puppet ’s body adds the f ina l  touch to make i t  a l ive.  Keep your 
puppet mov ing. Natura l  movements are best.  I f  you have a smal l  boy,  scratch 
your nose!  I f  your puppet is  an o lder lady,  pat her ha i r  or  p lay wi th a neck lace. 
Pract ice in the mir ror  to see i f  i t  looks natura l.  Typ ica l  non-verba l  gestures are 
great for  puppets.  Use the whole body: arms, hands and body to create the 
character.  You are the puppet master !

When you combine the three bas ic components of  the puppet,  a wondrous 
be ing comes to l i fe  in your hand. I t ’s  fun!  I t ’s  easy!  And you can do i t !

Tak ing the t ime to fami l ia r ize yourse l f  w i th the gu ide l ines for  each event entered at  Compet i t ion is 
benef ic ia l.  The gu ide l ines for  Puppets – 1055 are on page 158 of  the 2009 Compet i t ion Handbook. 
Addi t iona l l y,  v is i t  these l inks for  other resources for  your presentat ion.

Free sk i ts for puppets can be found at:  ht tp://www.puppetsfor jesus.com/scr ipts%20&%20sk i ts .htm

Instruct ions for mak ing a PVC puppet stage can be found at:  ht tp://www.doug ledbet ter.org/howto/puppet_ stage/

Kath ie True has been involved with puppet min istr y for the past 30 years .  She enjoys the oppor tuni t y 
puppets g ive to remain in the background yet st i l l  impact the crowd. “ I  love to hear people laugh f rom 
behind the stage, knowing that they are get t ing the message just  the same,” True says. 

Her pass ion to share the Gospel  began ear ly in l i fe when she began teaching Sunday School whi le in 
the s ix th grade. For the past f ive years ,  True has added ser ving students at  ORU to her min istr y and is 
a v i ta l  par t  of  the Undergraduate Admiss ions of f ice.
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ORU Chr ist ian School Fina ls Competi t ion

7777 South Lewis Avenue, GC 612
Tulsa , Oklahoma 74171

QuiCk faCts for Christian sChool finals Competition may 17-22 , 2009

HAndbOOK
The 2009 Competi t ion Handbook is avai lable on the Competi t ion Web s i te at  ht tp: //competi t ion.oru.
edu/

The password to access the Handbook is fa i th2l ive. 

COST TO PARTICIPATe
Student or sponsor $250.00. ORUEF member student or sponsor receives a $25.00 discount per  –
par t ic ipant
Deposi t  of  $75.00 per person due on Apr i l  1st  or March 1st for Ear ly Registrat ion.  Balance due at  –
t ime of registrat ion.  See Ear ly Registrat ion Information below.
Athlet ic Team event entr y fee $50.00 per team –
Academic Bowl Team entr y fee $50.00 –
Track and Fie ld Team entr y fee $75.00 –
Room key deposi t  $25.00 per room key due at Registrat ion –

An eARLy ReGISTRATIOn dISCOUnT  of  $250 is avai lable to schools that fu l ly  register (submit 
appropr iate deposi t  and a l l  Group 1 forms) by March 1,  2009. The $250 discount wi l l  be subtracted 
f rom the tota l  deposi t  due.

FORmS
Al l  forms wi l l  be onl ine star t ing January 5,  2009. To access the forms, you must use your school’s 
unique password. New schools must request the ir  password. This is a di f ferent password than 
the one used to access the Handbook. Please contact the Competi t ion of f ice i f  you do not have a 
password. 

COnTACT US
To avoid delays with the Embassy, internat ional  schools needing invi tat ion let ters to obta in V isas to 
at tend Competi t ion should contact us by February 2009. 

We would love to hear f rom each of you as your school is making ar rangements to at tend Competi t ion 
2009. We are avai lable to assist  you with your preparat ions. Please fee l  f ree to ca l l  our of f ice at 
918.495.6856 or e-mai l  us at  competi t ion@oru.edu. 

We wish each of you a Merr y Chr istmas and a blessed New Year.


