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Greetings from the Office of the President 

When I look back at the 2007-2008 fiscal year, all I can say is, “We’ve come a long way.” God has been faithful, and 

it is evident that what goes on at Oral Roberts University is of extreme importance to Him.

In the first month—May 2007—we celebrated Commencement with 712 new graduates. Summer missions teams 

took off for the four corners of the earth, while on campus, a hardy group of students continued their education by 

taking summer school courses. President Richard Roberts named a new provost and announced a realignment of 

academic departments, creating two new schools: Arts and Cultural Studies, and Science and Engineering. The 

Alumni Foundation, meanwhile, kicked off a fundraising campaign to help ORU provide more wireless access for 

students and staff. By the end of the campaign, alumni had pledged more than $233,000 for this much-needed 

service enhancement.  

Fall enrollment was 3,166, with students coming in from 49 states and more than 60 nations. In September, we 

announced the addition of two theology programs, with a Judaic-Christian Studies concentration added to the gradu-

ate theology department and an emphasis in Pastoral Care and Counseling added to the Doctor of Ministry program. 

In October 2007, the city of Tulsa began working on a long-awaited $15 million project: the “rehabilitation” of Fred 

Creek. (The creek, which runs through campus, has caused severe flooding in the past.) During this same time 

frame, the university weathered some serious challenges, including a leadership transition. In late November, the 

president resigned, and the Green family came to ORU with a gif t of $8 million and an offer of an additional $62 

million gif t if ORU would accept their proposal. This proposal, recommending changes in governance and financial 

accountability, was ultimately accepted by Chancellor Oral Roberts and the other members of the Board of Regents 

in mid-January. At that time, a new Board of Trustees was installed, replacing the Board of Regents.

The last four months of the fiscal year were a whirlwind. The new trustees held their f irst meeting. ORU honored 

Chancellor Roberts at the first-ever Founder’s Day. At Homecoming, alumni astounded us with gif ts and pledges 

totaling more than $220,000. Students organized another successful Ignite Leadership Conference. Our men’s and 

women’s basketball teams captured conference championships and returned once again to the NCAA Tournament—

the men, for the third year in a row. Track star Andretti Bain won ORU’s first-ever NCAA national championship, in 

the men’s indoor 400-meter dash. Senior Brittany Oelze was chosen Oklahoma’s Social Work Student of the Year. 

At their annual Spring Outreach, students assisted with projects all across Tulsa, making an impact with Habitat for 

Humanity, Tulsa Parks, Tulsa Police, the Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless, and women’s and children’s shelters. 

We did not solve all of ORU’s problems in this past fiscal year, but we definitely turned a corner. That is due in no 

small part to the dedication of our faculty and staff, the talents and achievements of our students, and the support 

of our alumni and friends. As a community, we will continue to work to “renew the Founding Vision” and ensure that 

our students become “whole people” who are well-prepared to minister to others in every person’s world. 

Ralph Fagin, Ph.D.

Interim President and Provost
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The Founding Vision

“Raise up your students to hear My voice, to go where My 
light is seen dim, My voice is heard small, and My healing 
power is not known, even to the uttermost bounds of the 
earth. Their work will exceed yours, and in this I am well 
pleased.”

The Mission Statement

The mission of Oral Roberts University – in its commitment to the Christian faith – is to educate the whole person 

in spirit, mind, and body, thereby preparing its graduates to be professionally competent servant-leaders who are 

spiritually alive, intellectually alert, physically disciplined, and socially adept. The university seeks to synthesize the 

best practices of liberal arts, professional, and graduate education with a charismatic emphasis to enable students 

to go into every person’s world with God’s message of salvation and healing for the totality of human need.
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ORU Today

Oral Roberts University is a private, interdenominational Christian university founded in 1963 by evangelist Oral 

Roberts. Officially chartered as a liberal arts university, ORU accepted its first students in 1965 and is now an 

accredited comprehensive university. 

Operating primarily as a residential campus, ORU offers 65 undergraduate majors, 14 master’s degrees and two 

doctoral degrees. An experienced, accomplished faculty provides outstanding instruction and one-on-one inter-

action for a richly diverse student body. To accommodate the adult learner and non-traditional students, there is 

the School of LifeLong Education, which provides flexible, quality educational programs. For-credit courses are 

available through correspondence studies, online classes, and three-week summer sessions, while non-academic 

courses are offered by correspondence or at strategic locations across the United States. 

The university’s strong academic emphasis is enhanced by the institution-wide service learning program as well 

as by community outreach projects, missions opportunities and strategic initiatives such as the honors program, 

Writing Across the Curriculum program, Christian Worldview program and a strengths-based advisement system. 

Spiritual life activities include twice-weekly chapel services, dormitory wing devotions led by student chaplains, and 

retreats. The “physically disciplined” aspect of the mission statement plays out through required HPE courses and 

aerobics, and a voluntary intramurals program. For social interaction, students participate in a variety of clubs and 

organizations, enjoy drama and music department productions, and cheer on ORU’s NCAA Division I athletes, who 

compete in eight men’s and eight women’s sports. 

ORU has about 23,000 graduates worldwide and a total alumni population of nearly 37,000. A number of these 

alumni have become best-selling authors, produced movies, won Emmy awards, been nominated for Pulitzer Prizes, 

won public office, hosted television programs, and started their own companies. That’s in addition to those who are 

serving God quietly and faithfully in more traditional professions, including medicine, dentistry, nursing, business, 

law, education, athletics, and the ministry.

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central Association of Colleges and 

Schools, ORU has an affiliation agreement with Livets Ord University in Uppsala, Sweden. ORU is a member of 

the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU), the Council of Independent Colleges (CIC), and Okla-

homa Independent Colleges and Universities (OICU). The university is listed in The Templeton Guide: Colleges that 

Encourage Character Development.
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school of Arts And culturAl studies

Bachelor’s degrees are offered through these 

departments:

Communication, Arts, and Media

English and Modern Languages 

History, Humanities and Government

Music

school of science And engineering

Bachelor’s degrees are offered through these 

departments:

Behavioral Sciences

Biology and Chemistry

Engineering, Computer Science, Physics and 

Mathematics 

Physical Education and Recreation

school of Business

Bachelor’s degrees are offered on the undergraduate 

level. The following master’s degrees are offered on the 

graduate level:

Master of Business Administration

Master of Management

school of educAtion 

Bachelor’s degrees are offered on the undergraduate 

level. The following degrees are offered on the graduate 

level:

Master of Arts

Teaching (for certif ication) 

Curriculum Development 

School Administration

College and Higher Education Administration 

Teaching English as a Second Language

Doctor of Education

AnnA VAughn school of nursing

The bachelor of science in nursing (B.S.N.) is of fered.

school of theology And missions

Bachelor’s degrees are offered on the undergraduate 

level. The following degrees are offered on the graduate 

and professional levels:

Master of Divinity

Master of Arts

Biblical Literature (Academic) (Advanced 

Languages; Judaic-Christian Studies 

concentrations)

Theological and Historical Studies (Academic)

Christian Counseling (Professional) (Marital and 

Family Therapy concentration) 

Christian Education (Professional)

Missions (Professional)

Practical Theology (Professional)

Doctor of Ministry

Academics
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 Independent Auditors’ Report 
 
 
 
To the Board of Trustees 
Oral Roberts University 
 
We have audited the accompanying consolidated statement of financial position of Oral Roberts 
University (“University”) as of April 30, 2008, and the related consolidated statement of activities and 
changes in net assets and cash flows for the year then ended.  These financial statements are the 
responsibility of the University’s management.  Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statements based on our audit.  The consolidated financial statements of the University for the 
year ended April 30, 2007, were audited by other auditors whose report, dated January 30, 2008 (except 
for Note V, as to which the date is July 1, 2008), expressed an unqualified opinion on those financial 
statements. 
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America.  Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the consolidated financial statements are free of material misstatement.  An audit 
includes consideration of internal control over financial reporting as a basis for designing audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on 
the effectiveness of the University’s internal control over financial reporting.  Accordingly, we express 
no such opinion.  An audit also includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts 
and disclosures in the consolidated financial statements, assessing the accounting principals used and 
significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall consolidated financial 
statement presentation.  We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.   
 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
consolidated financial position of Oral Roberts University at April 30, 2008, and the changes in their net 
assets and their cash flows for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. 
 

 
 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
October 15, 2008 
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